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Its members were Mr. Dillon, Mr. Devlin, Mr. Healy,
Mr. de Valera, Mr. Griffith, Mr. William O'Brien, and
three Labour Representatives. Mr. de Valera advised
that a deputation be sent to Maynooth, where the
Irish Bishops were sitting. The result was that the
latter passed a unanimous resolution against Conscrip-
tion. There was a universal stoppage of work for a day
to show the feeling of the people. The Irish leaders
kept to their resolution that passive resistance should
be tried, though they quite expected the authorities
would use force. We were present at a private meeting
in London when Irish Labour Representatives put the
Irish case to English Labour, and deeply impressive
I thought it.
My brother went to Dublin to see Constance and to
get first-hand information as to the state of affairs.
He reported the feeling against Conscription as intense.
He saw people of all sorts, from ' IE.' and James
Stephens to Sinn Fein women, preparing lint and other
materials which would be needed for Red Cross work
if force was used. Constance, of course, was in the
thick of the fight. Men were being arrested in hundreds
for refusing to serve. Mr. Kevin O'Higgins (afterwards
Minister of Justice) was handcuffed by police before
the eyes of his father and mother, when being taken to
Dublin by train. All Tullamore turned out to see him
off, including the priests. His mother kissed the
handcuffs when he went.
Then the Chief Secretary, Mr. Shortt, discovered an
imaginary ' German Plot,' and the arrest of leaders
began. Mr. de Valera and Mr. Griffith were taken
(two other Sinn Feiners were at once nominated in
their places as alternative members of the anti-Con-
scription Conference). Next, Constance, Maud Gonne
McBride and Mrs. Tom Clarke were arrested, and they
and Mr. de Valera and Mr. Griffith were deported to